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the Christ, (7) the sufferer restored, (b) Note the bearing of these facts on the 
view that these manifestations were merely bodily and mental troubles attrib- 
uted to demons by the people and by Jesus, who accommodated himself to 
the sufferers' views and to the popular belief, (c) What arguments in favor 
of the view that the evil spirits were actually present ? (d) On that view what 
may be said as to the following points ? (1) the occasion of demoniacal pos- 
session is the victim's sinfulness, (2) this sin results in the supremacy of the 
demon over the man's will, (3) this moral debasement results in bodily and 
mental disease, (4) Jesus had authority over the demons, (5) they recog- 
nized him and acknowledged his authority, (6) an extraordinary outbreak 
of evil powers at this period, (7) their especial activity in Israel owing to 
the religious training of the nation, (8) as to demoniacal possession at the 
present time. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads : 1) persons, 2) 

habits and customs, 3) places, 4) miracles, 5) Jesus as man, 6) Jesus as more 
than man, 7) literary data. 

2. Condense the material, according to methods already employed, under the gen- 

eral topic of Manifestations of Authority. 

V. The Material Applied. 

Knowledge and Faith. 1. Knowledge of Jesus no guarantee of strong faith 
in him (Mk. 4:38-40). 2. Evidence of the power of Jesus does not always 
lead to faith in him (Mk. 5:16,17). 3. Ignorance of Jesus in his tnie char- 
acter does not prevent strong faith in him (Mk. 5:25-34). 4. Beasons for 
the failure of faith as found in, 1) the power of circumstances and experi- 
ence (4:37 ; 5:39,40), 2) the strength of selfishness (5:13,14). 5. Eewards of 
faith in Jesus ; 1) fuller knowledge of him, 2) the manifestation of his favor. 



STUDY XI.— ADVANCE AND RETEEAT. MARK 6:1-44. 

Besnme. 1. Give an account of the mighty acts of Jesus in the previous study and present them 
as manifesting his power. 2. The failure of Jesus on the other side of the sea and the 
reasons for it. 3. The facts of demoniacal possession and the explanation of them. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead Mk. 6:1-44, and be able to make a definite statement on each of the follow- 
ing points : 

1. The failure at Nazareth (vs. l-6a); 6. Herod and John the Baptist (vs. 

2. a preaching tour (v. 6b) ; 17-29) ; 

3. the twelve sent out equipped and 7. the apostles return and go into 
charged (vs. 7-11 ) ; retirement with Jesus (vs. 30-32) ; 

4. their work (vs. 12,13) ; 8. multitudes seek them and are 

5. estimates of Jesus by Herod and fed (vs. 33-44). 
others (vs. 14-16) ; 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. With Mk. 6:l-6a of. Mt. 13:63-6$. Note the different connection, Mt. 13:63. 

2. With Mk. 6:6b-13 cf. Mt. 9:86-88; 10:1,5-15; Lk. 9:1-6; observe variations (Mt. 10:10; tk. 9:8 

with Mk. 6:8,9) and account for them. 
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3. With Mk, 6:14-39 cf. Mt. 14:1-12; Ik. 9:7-9. Note, 1) Herod's motive, Mt. 14:5; 2) his desire, 

Lk. 9:9; 3) the action of John's disciples, Mt. 14:12. 

4. With Mk. 6:30-44, cf . Mt. 14:13-21; Lk. 9:10-17; John 6:1-13. 1) Observe another motive for 

retirement, Mt. 14:13; 2) other persons, Mt. 14:21; 3) the place, tk. 9:10; 4) note specially 
the passage in John; (a) its details, (b) the note of time, John 6:4. 

UI. The Material Explained. 



1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 



1) T. 1. 



His own country; i. e. his native 
town. 

2) V. 2. Wisdmn; 1. e. such as those edu- 

cated in the schools of Rabbis had, 
cf. John 17:15. What inference as 
to his early training ? 

3) V. 3. (a) The Carpenter; (1) a hint about 

the early life of Jesus; (2) every 
boy was taught a trade, cf. Acts 
18:3. 

(b) Son of Mary; Joseph is not men- 
tioned; Why? 

(a) Cf. Lk. 4:24; (b) read the whole 
passage (4:16-30) and note the gen- 
eral and special points of resem- 
blance and difference; (c) seek a 
decision as to whether these are 
accounts of the same event or not. 

(a) Began to send; (1) cf. Mk. 4:1; 
(2) purpose of this mission whether 
merely to train them for the future 
or thoroughly to evangelize Gali- 
lee ; (3) need of the latter in view of 
the growing hostility and excite- 
ment. 

(b) Oave aiMuyrtty; how? 

6) T. 8. (a) Take nothing; either (1) because 

of the unassuming nature of their 
work, or (2) because they were to 
expect these things to be supplied 
by others, cf. Mt. 10:10b. (3) other 
possible reasons. 

(b) Money; Ut. "copper coin," the 
least amount. 

7) V. 10. (a) House; (1) a domestic ministry; 

(2) other methods employed by 
Jesus, Mk. 1:21; 2:13, etc.; (3) fitness 
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of this method for the twelve; (4) 
eastern customs that afford the 
ground for the action. 

8) y. 11. Shake off the dust; (a) have nothing 

more to do with such inhospitable 
persons; (b) a testimony unto them 
of the fact; (c) symbolic of their 
uncleanness. 

9) V. 18. Anointed toith oil; (a) common med- 

ical treatment, Isa. 1:6; (b) differed 
from the method of Jesus; (c) per- 
haps with prayer, Jas. 5:14; (d) effi- 
cacious for healing in their hands. 

10) y. 14. (a) Evidence of the wide fame of 

Jesus and the interest he aroused 
among all; (b) varying ideas about 
him; (c) note that they do not think 
him the Christ. 

11) V. 80. (a) Probable length of the tour; Cb) 

probability that Jesus visited Jeru- 
salem during their tour, cf. John 5 
and the event following in ch. 6; 
(c) to what place they would be 
likely to return. 

12) V. 82. A desert place; (a) on the eastern 

shore, cf. John 6:1; (b) cf. note on 
Mk. 1:35, "study" IV. 

13) V. 85. (a) Evidence of intense interest 

among the people, cf.v. 33; (b)what 
occasion for so great a multitude ? 
cf. John 6:4,5. 

14) T. 87. Two hundred pennyworth; a pro- 

verbial saying used to signify a 
large sum, not a close calculation. 

15) Vs. 89,40. Note the characteristic details in 

Mark. 



2. GENERAL TOPICS. 

1) Herod. T. 14. (a) Learn something of his family, their oriprn, their history, 

prominent names among them, especially Herod the Great (cf. Mt. 2:2); 
(b) in regard to this Herod, study, (1) his position, (2) his relation to 
Bomans, (3) to Jews, (4) his religious opinions, (5) his personal and social 
life ; (c) note his view of John, of Jesus ; (d) further relations with Jesus, 
cf. Lk. 13:31 ; 23:7-11. 

2) The Miracle. Ts. 41-44. (a) Taking all four accounts, form a complete state- 

ment of the course of events in their order ; (b) what may be said as to the 
explanations which have been proposed to account for the miracle, (1) food 
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concealed by the disciples was now brought forth by Jesus, (2) food con- 
cealed among the multitude was generously given up through the persuasion 
or example of Jesus, (3) a mythical story after Old Testament models, cf. 
Exod. 16:8 sq.; 2 Kgs. 4:42-44 ; (c) facts to be considered, (1) the agreement 
of four-fold account, (2) the simplicity and sobriety of the narrative, (3) the 
resulting feelings of the people, John 6:14,15 ; (d) sum up conclusions, (1) as 
to the reality of the miracle, (2) the way it was done, (3) the purpose and 
teaching of it. 
3) Characteristics of Jesus, (a) Note certain characteristics of Jesus seen in vs. 
5,6,31,34; Mt. 14:13 ; (b) others appearing in vs. 2,7,7-11,41,42; (c) compare 
both series of characteristics with those in Mk. 1:12,13,22,27,34,35; 2:8,17; 
3:4,5,13-19 ; 4:38-40 ; 5:30,34,41,43 ; (d) from all these sources form a more or 
less general yet clear idea of Jesus, (1) as man, (2) as more than man. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Claeeify the material under the following heads: 1) places; 2) persons; 3) habits and customs; 

4) methods; 5) miracles; 6) characteristics of Jesus; 7) literary data; 8) chronological data. 

2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement: 

8 1. V. 1. Thence he and his disciples go to his native town. 

V. 2. Many are astonished at his teaching and say, " Whence comes his wisdom and 

power?" 
V. 3. "Is not he our townsman and do not his relatives live among us?" They 

reject him. 
V. 4. Jesus says, " A prophet is honored everywhere except at home." 

V. 6. He can do few miracles. 

V. 6a. He marvels at their unbelief. 

Jesus visits his native town, astonishes them by his wobds and deeds, 
but is rejected because he is theib townsman; and he can do few 
mibacles there, because of their unbelief, at which he marvels. 

§ 2. VS. 6b-13. Let the student work this out himself. 

§ 3. vs. 14-29. The fame of Jesus leads some to call him Elijah ob some prophet; 
BUT Hebod says he is John bisen fbom the dead. Fob Herod had 

UNWILLINQLl" KILLED JOHN BECAUSE OF A PROMISE MADE AT A BANQUET TO 
THE DAUGHTER OF HERODIAS, WHOM JOHN HAD OFFENDED. 

§4. VS. 30-44. The apostles return and with Jesus retire to a place where many 

FOLLOW THEM. JeSUS TEACHES THE MULTITUDES, AND AS NIGHT COMES ON, 
FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND WITH FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISHES. 

The Student may work through the processes in the above condensations and 
gather up the whole into as brief a statement as possible. 

Y. Tbe Material Applied. 

Defective Chaeactee. Vs. 14-29. Prom a study of the character of Herod as 
here exhibited show, 1) how there may be excellent qualities in those 
accounted debased ; 2) how Herod's relations to John reveal his habit of 
trifling with moral truth and duty ; 3) how the efiect of such trifling upon 
the character is seen, (a) in relation to unexpected temptations (vs. 22-26), 
(b) in the development of superstitious feelings (vs. 14,16), (c) in insensi- 
bility to right feeling and action (cf. Mk. 6:20 with Lk. 23:11). 



